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intrOductiOn

Dear Friend,

When we created this series of modules, our goal was to provide a tool to help people educate 
themselves and others about the worldwide justice issues that impact the lives of women and 
girls.

We wanted the modules to be easy to use and easy to share. Most of all, we wanted them to 
reflect the heart of Christ towards the most oppressed group of people on the planet.  

Our prayer is that you will use this material to create a disturbance. What is happening to 
many women and girls in our global community is as disturbing as it gets. We cannot afford 
to minimize it or ignore it. We deeply believe that those who understand the magnitude of the 
struggle faced by women and girls around the world will be compelled to take action and to 
live in a way that expresses their understanding.

Please let this module be a starting point for you. Our greatest hope is that you will be inspired 
to dive even deeper into the issues and to find powerful, creative ways to advocate for women 
and girls. 

May Christ’s compassionate words to the little one who lay lifeless be a battle cry for everyone 
who has ever loved or cared about a woman or a girl. “Talitha coumi” or “Little girl, ... arise!”  
(Mark 5:41) 

We are grateful to Cheryl Lovejoy, Regional Leader for North America, and Casandra Morgan-
Loyer, Co-Leader of the Los Angeles Chapter of Tirzah, who have worked tirelessly to prepare 
these modules.  

Your partnership in this effort is very encouraging. If you are studying this material, please let 
us know, by emailing Cheryl Lovejoy at clovejoy@tirzah.org.

With joy in our partnership,

Tirzah International
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gEtting 
STARTED

OUTCOme

Introduce women to Tirzah International. Empower attendees with the information they need to 
become advocates for the education of women and girls.

maTeRIals NeeDeD

Whiteboard or flipchart or else powerpoint can be used, markers, Tirzah brochures and 
educational cards, signs in various languages (more instructions under Opening Excercise)

NOTes TO mODUle leaDeR

1. Remember to begin with a mingling time. This acknowledges that part of the beauty of each 
meeting is connecting with the people who come to the meeting.

2. These are talking points. Don’t feel obligated to read the information word for word, but 
also engage the attendees by asking questions and adding your own thoughts. Suggested 
questions are in bold.

3. We also recommend that, if possible, you read or watch some of the resource material at the 
end of this document prior to your event.

4. Have the date and topic of next meeting set. 

eXamPle meeTING aGeNDa

7:00-7:15 Mingling

7:15-7:30 Welcome and Introduction to Tirzah International

7:30-7:45 Opening Exercise

7:45-8:30 10 Things Everyone Should Know About Women and Education

8:30-9:00 5 Things Everyone Can Do

MingLing // 7:00 - 7:15
This can be done informally or an ice-breaker can be used to help the women get to know 
each other (if your group includes women who don’t already know each other).
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WELcOME // 7:15 - 7:30

BeGIN wITH a BRIef eXPlaNaTION Of wHeRe THe Name TIRzaH COmes fROm

In the book of Numbers, chapter 27, verses 1-8, there were five sisters who believed in the 
promise of God and courageously requested that they be given inheritance in the Promised 
Land. The women were the daughters of Zelophehad. The youngest among them was 
named Tirzah. Their father died in the wilderness and, having no sons, his land would have 
been distributed among members of his extended family and his own name would have 
disappeared. The daughters took a stand before Moses and the leaders of their nation to 
request that their father’s land be given to them. God affirmed their request and the inheritance 
laws of Israel were permanently changed.

The name Tirzah means “she is my delight”. Tirzah International stands on the belief that God 
delights in His daughters around the world. He has created them in His image and He has high 
purposes for each one of them. The Tirzah Network is filled with courageous world changing 
women who stand for justice and dignity for all girls and women. As we stand together, we are 
encouraged to realize our full potential and inheritance in Christ and to advocate for others.

sHaRe TIRzaH’s mIssION aND VIsION 

Our Mission: Tirzah International is a network of national movements encompassing over 
150,000 women leaders worldwide.Together we educate and connect women to impact their 
world with God’s love as they address issues of injustice impacting women and girls. We do 
this through training, socioeconomic partnerships and advocacy.

Our Vision: We envision a world where women and girls flourish as they fulfill the potential with 
which they were created by their loving Heavenly Father.

Group Introductions: Assess how many first-timers are present. If it’s a small enough 
group, have everyone introduce themselves. If it is a large group, have first-timers raise 
their hands. 

OPeNING PRaYeR

Use the following prayer or your own prayer:
 
Dear Lord, thank you for this opportunity to gather in Your Name to learn about the powerful 
impact of education in the lives of women and girls around the world. Help us as we seek to 
become advocates, sharing what we learn with others. We commit this evening to You and ask 
that it would be part of Your global work toward educating women and girls. 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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OpEning
ExERCISE 
// 7:30 - 7:45

Create in advance signs in various languages to place around the meeting room. Some 
examples are listed below. All you need to write on the card is the word in a language other than 
English - the information in parentheses is there just for your information.

Examples:
 
• Ahlan Wa Sahlan (Phonetic Arabic for “Welcome”)
• Badezimmer (German for “Bathroom”)
• Jiàoyù (Phonetic Chinese for “Education”)
• O Seu Nome (Portuguese for “Your name” - could be placed by name tags, if you have them)  
• Brosür (Turkish for “Brochures” - could place this sign in front of the Tirzah brochures)

Feel free to be creative and make additional signs if you would like. Google Translate is a helpful 
tool to help you translate words you would like to use: www.translate.google.com

Place the signs around the room so women can see them as they are arriving at the meeting. 
When it is time for the opening excercise, ask women how it felt to look at signs around the room 
and not be able to understand them. Ask them how they figured out what they needed to know - 
did they ask others for help?
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10 things EvEryOnE 
ShOULD kNOW AbOUT 
WOMEn And EducAtiOn
// 7:45 - 8:30

1. leT’s DO THe NUmBeRs . . . (THeRe aRe 900 mIllION IllITeRaTe PeOPle IN THe 
wORlD. 75% Of THem aRe wOmeN aND GIRls.) 
  
Think back to when you were six years old. Do you remember how it felt to be heading off 
to school in the fall? Remember the excitement of buying new school outfits, new pencils 
and crayons, new school shoes? There was a sense of anticipation, of excitement to be in a 
classroom with your friends, to be learning new things.

Around the world today, there are as many as 115 million children of primary school age 
who are not enrolled in school. This number is equal to more than half of the United States 
population! These children may watch their friends heading off to school, but they will never 
experience that joy for themselves. Two-thirds of the children who will never get to go to 
primary school are girls. If you look at the number of children who do not attend secondary 
school, it almost doubles – to 226 million.

The numbers for out-of-school girls are worse for girls from ethnic or linguistic minorities and 
from very poor households. While these groups make up only 20% of the world population, 
girls from these excluded groups make up 75% of out-of-school girls world-wide.

Group Opportunity for Involvement: As a group, discuss the challenges faced by women who 
cannot read or write. Talk about how you would adapt – for example, how would you adapt to:

• getting around town (if you could not take the tests required to get a driver’s license)
• helping your children with their homework 
• sharing books with your children
• understanding medicine labels for yourself/your children
• not having access to credit and not being able to open a bank account
• not being able to navigate the internet
• other situations as named by the group
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2. wHY DON’T famIlIes seND THeIR GIRls TO sCHOOl? 

Poverty is a major reason families don’t send their daughters to school. In many developing 
nations, education is not free. Families have to pay for supplies, uniforms, school books and 
sometimes even school meals. For many poor families, school is an expense they cannot 
afford. And if they can afford to send only some of their children to school, many send only their 
sons.

In Kibera, one of the world’s larger slum areas, although there are technically no fees paid to 
attend school, children have to pay about $50 per year for uniforms, $36 per year for school 
supplies and $80 per year for other miscellaneous items such as shoes and sports kits. If a 
family has one child, these costs add up to $166 a year. The average woman in Kenya has four 
children, which would mean a total cost of up to $664 per year. Many of the world’s poorest 
women, living in places just like Kibera, live on less than $1 per day. This makes it easy to 
see why only 8% of girls in Kibera will ever have the chance to attend school. It also helps to 
understand how it is that 66% of Kibera’s girls will begin to trade sex for food by the time they 
are 16 years old, many of them starting at 6 years old.

Families in situations such as these are faced with tough choices: they are able to educate 
only those children they believe will make a positive and speedy economic return on their 
investment. This means that families educate boys, who have the best chance of finding work 
when there are not enough jobs to go around. 

If a girl has been able to complete primary school, there are a number of factors that may keep 
her from attending secondary school:

• Lack of access to water. Around the world, girls and women spend 40 billion hours
every year carrying water. These are hours that could be spent in school or at home 
studying for classes.

• Lack of adequate sanitation. If a school does not have separate toilets for boys and 
girls, many girls of secondary age will not be comfortable or safe using the same 
bathrooms as boys and so will not attend school.  

• Many girls and their families are worried about safety. Parents worry about girls getting
to and from school safely. In Afghanistan, girls going to school have been the target of 
acid attacks by extremists who believe that it is an affront for women to attend school.

• Some girls must work to assist their parents with household or farming chores.

• Many girls globally will be married at an early age so that parents benefit both from the 
 dowry received and from no longer having to provide for their daughter. The majority of 
 these young girls will have to end their schooling once they are married.

•   Many parents will be more likely to allow their daughter to attend school if the teachers
 are female. However, in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, only 30% of secondary-
 school teachers are women.
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3. eDUCaTION aND aIDs 

Educating girls has a definite and measurable impact on HIV/AIDS. One study showed that for 
every year a girl stays in school, she lowers her risk of contracting HIV by about seven percent.  
If a girl is not educated, she is unlikely to have the skills, information or power to negotiate 
protection from HIV and AIDS. There are about 40 million people living with HIV and 2/3rds of 
them live in Sub-saharan Africa. Most of them are young women. A study in Zambia showed 
that HIV spread twice as fast to uneducated girls. It is impossible to separate the spread of HIV 
in Africa from lack of education received by girls and young women. 

According to UNESCO, the two areas of the world where women have the lowest literacy rates 
are Sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia. These are also two of the areas of the world 
where young women make up the highest percentages of those living with HIV/AIDS.

Women who are better educated are also better able to access available healthcare options 
within their community. In addition, they are able to learn ways to reduce their risk of becoming 
infected with HIV/AIDS. 

Group Opportunity for Involvement: Ask the group to list the misconceptions that were held about 
AIDS when people first started learning about AIDS in their country. Discuss how members of the 
group became educated in order to learn what was true and what was false about the disease.

Study results from Africa and Latin America show that girls who were better-educated tended 
to delay having sex and were more likely to insist that their partner use a condom. A study 
completed by ActionAid has found that girls who finish secondary school are up to five times 
less likely to contract HIV than girls without an education. 

4. eDUCaTION aND POVeRTY

Seventy percent of people who live in extreme poverty are women and girls. It is no 
coincidence that almost seventy percent of those children who don’t attend primary school are 
girls. Without an education, a girl finds it nearly impossible to escape poverty. 

Globally, data shows that being able to read and write makes a difference in income levels (pci 
means per capita income):

 pci in countries with a literacy rate less than 55 percent averages about $600 
 pci in countries with a literacy rate between 55 and 84 percent is $2,400
 pci in countries with a literacy rate between 85 and 95 percent is $3,700 
 pci in countries with a literacy rate above 96 percent is $12,600
        
 (from the SIL International website)

As a country’s literacy rate jumps from below 55 percent to 96 percent, the average per capita 
income multiplies 21 times! There is no question that, when people can read and write, their 
incomes will increase. An extra year of primary school boosts girls’ eventual wages by 10 to 20 
percent. An extra year of secondary school: 15 to 25 percent. (WORLD BANK)  
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Group Opportunity for Discussion: If you were not able to read or write, what jobs would be 
open to you? What is our country’s minimum hourly wage? (Although it varies state-by-state, an 
average is $7.25) This works out to $1,160 per month (assuming you can get 40 hours of work per 
week) or $13,920 per year. Discuss how a family can live reasonably on this salary. Consider more 
than one wage-earner in the family and how many children are in the family needing to be clothed 
and fed. Consider where you will live and what rents/mortgages cost. 

5. eDUCaTION aND mODeRN DaY seXUal slaVeRY

Thirty-four to forty million people are believed to be living in slavery today. Eighty percent of 
them are women and seventy percent are sexually exploited. The average age of entry into 
commercial sexual exploitation is 12-14, an age when girls should still be in school. The factors 
that force girls into this kind of work vary but one of the main factors is poverty. The best way 
for women and girls to break the cycle of poverty is through education. GEMS, a program 
based in New York that serves domestic victims of commercial sexual exploitation says, 
“education is a key component to economic security and, as part of the youth development 
process, it is important for youth to understand how higher education and employability relates 
to their ability to live independent and self-sufficient lives.”  

This is true for women in the States and for women and girls around the world. It is a simple 
fact that women and girls who are not educated have fewer options available to them and are 
less able to understand their rights and protect themselves. When girls are educated they have 
more tools available to them to resist the forces that would ensnare them. Keeping more girls in 
school for higher levels of education is a key to reducing commercial sexual exploitation.

In addition, educating families about the tactics of traffickers is crucial. Many families are 
tricked by lies that are told over and over again in various cities across the globe. Families 
are promised jobs for their daughters in foreign cities when, in reality, their daughter is about 
to fall into the hands of those who would sell her into sexual or labor slavery. If families and 
community leaders, such as pastors, learn to discern when they are being approached by a 
trafficker, many girls and their families will be spared the pain of slavery.

In Ethiopia, it is estimated that as many as 1,200 poor young women are being forced to go to 
the Arab World for “employment” each day. Many, if not most, end up as sexual slaves, with 
horrific stories of mistreatment and abuse.

6. eDUCaTION aND VIOleNCe

Gender-based violence stalks women and girls even before they are born. Sex-selective 
abortion, gendercide (the killing of infant girls), female genital cutting, forced early marriage, 
rape, intimate partner violence and witchcraft are the names given to some of the violence 
that robs women and girls of peace, security and their very lives. Though there have not 
been conclusive studies in resource-poor countries, many experts agree that school-based 
education programs that teach communication skills and gender equality could have an impact 
on alleviating the levels of violence directed at women and girls. Too many women and men, 
devalue the lives of women and girls based on stereotypes and cultural norms. 
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According to WHO (World Health Organization), low levels of education constitute a risk factor 
for both perpetrators and victims of the most pervasive kind of violence against women and 
girls --intimate partner violence. It is estimated that one in three women will be the victim of 
physical or sexual abuse by an intimate partner at some point in her life. Reaching primary 
school aged children with a clear message of gender equality is an important start toward 
alleviating the danger many women and girls face and reshaping cultural norms that are 
harmful to women and girls.  

The continuing education of adults can also play a role in ending the violence. Progress 
has been made in the fight against female genital cutting (FGC) and witchcraft violence by 
educating communities about some of the misinformation that drives this kind of violence. 
Tostan, an organization that has made great strides in decreasing FGC, has a 30-month 
education program that “includes modules on human rights, hygiene and health, literacy, 
and project management.” Tostan works from within communities, using local languages and 
training local villagers to bring its message. By respectfully reeducating local communities, 
Tostan has reshaped the lives of millions of Africans, male and female.  

In an area of Tanzania, elderly women with bloodshot eyes were accused of being witches 
and often brutally murdered. An activist within Tanzania has dedicated her time to respectfully 
debunking superstition and misinformation. She was able to show villagers that the wood they 
burned in their ovens caused the eyes of women to start to turn red in their fifties. When the 
ovens were given appropriate chimneys and the eyes of elderly women became normal again, 
villagers stopped the killings. When women and men are educated, things can change.

Group Opportunity for Involvement:  See if someone will volunteer to read the story of Goretti and 
Amandine (pictured below). 

During the war in Burundi, a young woman, Goretti, 
was raped and bore a daughter, whom she named 
Amandine. Struggling to raise her young daughter 
on her own, Goretti was forced to move from house 
to house because of the nation’s ongoing upheaval. 
Eventually, she entered Tirzah’s sewing program, 
graduated and was able to rent a room for Amandine 
and herself for the first time.

But, their struggle was far from over. Shortly after 
finding this new home, the landlord’s son began to 
harass them for drug money. When they refused, he 
beat Amandine and Goretti, threatening to kill them if 
they didn’t leave. Displaced again, they stayed at a 
local church and sought new shelter. 

When Amandine was seven, they received housing 
assistance through the Tirzah program enabling 
them to rent a small, safe home. But one day 
when they went to buy bread, they were suddenly 
surrounded by violent gunfire, with bullets flying by 
their heads. The killers then raped the women in the
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neighborhood and left a big stone on Goretti’s porch, saying they would return to kill them in 
the evening. When they returned, the killers murdered their neighbor’s three sons. Amandine 
and Goretti prayed for God to protect them that night, and He did. They ran for their lives, 
coming to our sewing center for refuge since they had nowhere else to go. Now they are 
looking for a new home.

Amandine’s education has become a priority for Goretti, who understands that this is her 
daughter’s hope for a better future. Amandine will enter the second grade, but Goretti can’t 
afford to send her to a good school. She is currently receiving assistance so that she can pay 
for school uniforms and books and remain in school – and she is one of the top students in 
her class! Amandine dreams of becoming a doctor and being able to provide a home for her 
mother.

7. eDUCaTION aND fORCeD eaRlY maRRIaGe  

Many of the girls who are forced into early marriages are uneducated to begin with and will not 
receive an education as a result of being married too young. Experts consider any marriage 
that occurs before a girl is 18 to be a forced marriage. The UN believes that 100 million girls 
will be forced to marry early in the next decade. Early marriage can severely impact the quality 
of a woman’s life. Marrying early means that a girl is likely to get pregnant early. The younger 
a woman is when she gives birth, the more likely she is to die in childbirth. Maternal and infant 
mortality are directly connected to the education level of the mother.  

Girls who are forced to marry early are more likely to contract HIV/AIDS than those who are 
able to remain in school. “Each year of school a girl receives produces measurable benefits. 
In Africa, the child of a woman who has not been to school has a one in five change of dying 
before age 5. A child whose mother attended five years of school has a 40 per cent lower 
mortality risk” (UNIFEM).

In Mali, women who have secondary education or higher have an average of three children, 
while those with no education have an average of seven children (Population Reference 
Bureau). 

Group Opportunity for Involvement: Ask someone in the group to volunteer to read Sylvie’s story.

When Niragira Sylvie was 14, she was raped, and then forced 
to marry her rapist by her parents. Still in elementary school, 
she dropped out to become a wife and mother. When she was 
pregnant with her second child, Sylvie was no longer able to 
live with her violent, drug-addicted husband. She was forced 
to return to her parent’s home where she was verbally abused 
on a regular basis.

When another man asked her to marry him, she agreed. 
Leaving her two children with her parents, Sylvie began her life 
with a new husband, and they had three children together. 

Pictured left: Niragira Sylvie
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During the genocide, two of the children died. While Sylvie was taking her sick infant to 
the hospital, attackers entered her home, killing her husband. Pregnant with another child, 
Sylvie was forced once again to return to her parents’ home, where she lived for four years. 
She married once again, leaving her two children behind with her parents. In 2005, her third 
husband was killed for political reasons, leaving Sylvie with a baby. With nowhere to turn, she 
was forced to live with her elderly parents once again. 

8. eDUCaTION Is a HUmaN RIGHT 

Article 26 of the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that education is 
a basic human right:

“Everyone has the right to education. 

Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. 

Elementary education shall be compulsory. 

Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education 
shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious 
groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.” 

Group Opportunity for Involvement: Using Article 26 as a guideline, spend time as a group praying 
for this vision for universal education to be fulfilled. Pray for the removal of barriers to girls’ 
education. Pray for doors to be flung wide-open so that girls may be educated the world over!

9. “wHeN YOU eDUCaTe a wOmaN, YOU eDUCaTe a NaTION.” 

- Phumzile Mlambo Ngcuka, former Deputy President of South Africa

The benefits that come from educating girls impact nations. Let’s start with the benefits to the 
girl who is educated. It is impossible to overestimate the importance of education on a girl’s 
life. Girls who stay in school live more prosperous lives, have sex later and with fewer partners, 
have fewer pregnancies, healthier children and have a lower risk of disease. They are better 
able to make decisions that have a positive impact on their lives and the lives of their families.

When a girl in the developing world receives seven or more years of education, she marries 
four years later and has 2.2 fewer children. (UN) In China, eight years of school enables a girl 
to become a teacher, after which she is eligible for additional training at no cost: eight years of 
schooling can lift a girl out of poverty. (UNIFEM)

In addition to traditional schooling, women benefit from skills training, especially when it is 
coupled with a literacy program. In Sylvie’s story above, we read about how difficult life is for
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women who are forced to marry early – Sylvie was forced to marry her rapist at age 14. Now 
41, Sylvie enrolled in Tirzah’s sewing program and has quickly learned tailoring skills. Sylvie 
has graduated from the program and is able to support herself and her children for the first 
time. She has new hope and confidence for her future. Sylvie has also grown spiritually through 
the program. During the regular times of prayer and worship, she takes the time to advise the 
younger women in the program, encouraging them with the Word of God.

It is important to note that even when girls attend school, they need to receive quality 
education. Many girls still find themselves subject to the same discriminatory policies that 
keep girls from school. In some countries, girl students sit at the back of the classroom and 
receive less attention than male students, making it more difficult for them to learn. According 
to UNIFEM, “many young women graduate from school without having acquired basic literacy 
and numeracy skills. In some African countries, fewer than half of girls aged 15-24 are able to 
read a simple sentence after three years of primary school. This inevitably affects the kind of 
work they can then do and the lives they can lead.” There is still work to be done to educate 
students and teachers about sexual harassment which can still be an issue. Countries are 
working to educate teachers, students and set up systems that protect girls.

Now let’s move to the benefits to the family and community of girls who are educated. Studies 
show that women who earn money are much more likely to reinvest that money in their 
children and families then men. Women reinvest ninety percent of their earnings whereas 
men invest only thirty to forty percent. Additional studies have shown that women who have 
been educated are more likely to make sure their daughters are educated. Educating a girl 
has consequences generationally. It’s not difficult to make the connections for a community’s 
development. A girl who stays in school earns more money and invests that money in her 
family which has tremendous benefits for a community across pretty much every sector of 
society. For example, more productive farming due to increased female education accounts for 
forty-three per cent of the decline in malnutrition achieved between 1970 and 1995 (UNIFEM).  

Esperance, a young Burundian woman, graduated successfully from Tirzah’s ten-month 
sewing program. However, before she even graduated, she had already used the 
skills she was gaining to train the young girls in her neighborhood to sew! This is one 
small example of how educating and training a young woman has benefits to the larger 
community.

Finally, let’s move to the benefits to the global community of educating girls. “More than one-
quarter of the population in Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, and sub-Saharan Africa are 
girls and young women ages 10 to 24” (UN). According to the Girl Effect, “the total global 
population of girls ages 10 to 24 —already the largest in history — is expected to peak in the 
next decade.” There is no getting around the fact that young girls make up a huge portion of 
our world’s population today. Their treatment and their education matters!

The poorest, sickest, hungriest, most dangerous places in the world and those that provide 
the most fertile ground for terrorism are the places where women and girls are the most 
uneducated and most oppressed. The best way to make lasting positive changes in our world 
is to lift women and girls from poverty and ignorance. The UN has called for equal access to all 
levels of education for boys and girls by 2015. It is seen as one of the keys to reducing political 
extremism around the world. “Girls’ education does not only bring the immediate benefit of 
empowering girls, but is seen as the best investment in a country’s development” (UNICEF).
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10. wHaT DOes JesUs saY aBOUT GIRls aND eDUCaTION?

Group Opportunity for Involvement: Ask someone in the group would like to read the following 
passage.
 
Luke 10: 38-41:  

“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named 
Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, ‘Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the 
work by myself? Tell her to help me!’ ‘Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are worried and 
upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.’”

Not the traditional way of looking at this passage but Jesus is saying it’s important for women 
to be able to sit with and study with a teacher. Later, when Mary sees the risen Jesus, she even 
calls him “Teacher”. Feeding the minds and spirits of women and girls is a good thing!  
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5 things EvEryOnE 
CAN DO // 8:30 - 9:00

1. sUPPORT TIRzaH aND OTHeR ORGaNIzaTIONs THaT wORK TO eDUCaTe GIRls.  

Host a fundraiser to support Tirzah’s girls’ education projects.  

Fundraisers can be anything from a luncheon to an auction to collecting an offering at the 
event. You can even try getting a restaurant to donate a percentage of the checks during an 
evening’s meal. 

Ecclesia Church in Hollywood, California, has developed a long-term partnership with 
Tirzah’s Kenyan partner HomeCare Spiritual Fellowship. Ecclesia sends a large team 
from their church every year to hold camps for the children of the Kibera slum, outside of 
Nairobi.  

After noticing that many of the children have shoes that are torn and barely useable, they 
committed to raising enough funds to have a pair of shoes made (by a local Nairobi shoe-
maker) and socks provided for each of the 500 children attending the camp.  

2. GeT YOUR COmmUNITY INVOlVeD.

Send out letters to local church youth groups, Girl Scout troops, or girls’ sports teams. Invite 
them to a Tirzah meeting on educating girls or volunteer to share with them about girls’ 
education around the world. Invite them to support a girl’s education through Tirzah. 

3. HelP eDUCaTe OTHeRs ON THIs IssUe.

You can either organize a Tirzah event to screen a film for a larger group, or you can host a 
documentary party in your home for your own circle of friends.  

After the film screenings, have a discussion time. Ask those in attendance to share what 
impacted them. What assumptions did they have about the education of girls before the film?  
What did they learn that they did not know? What saddens them? What makes them angry?  
What should our approach as Christians be?

4. zeRO TOleRaNCe. 

Have zero tolerance for aspects of culture that say denigrating women is fun, sport or 
acceptable or that devalue women as nothing more than sexual objects. Send an email to 
networks, producers, studios or companies with offensive programming or commercials and 
tell them you find it unacceptable.
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5. HaVe HOPe aND BelIeVe THaT CHaNGe Is POssIBle.

Don’t get overwhelmed. Have hope and believe that change is possible. Educating one woman 
can have a tremendous impact on generations to come. Try not to focus on the mind-boggling 
numbers but instead on the women and girls you can impact.

End the meeting with prayer.

Announce the topic of the next event and when and where it will be held.
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rEsOurcEs

fIlms

To Educate a Girl 
(http://teachunicef.org/explore/media/watch/educate-girl-feature-length-film)

Where the Water Meets the Sky (Camfed)

Short videos from the Girl Effect

BOOKs

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
by Nicholas D. Kristoff and Sheryl WuDunn

weBsITes

www.tirzahinternational.org

The World Education website: http://www.worlded.org/WEIInternet/gwe/index.cfm

State of World Population, 2011: http://www.unfpa.org/swp/

The United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative: http://www.ungei.org/
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rEFErEncEs
& CREDITS

faCTs aND DaTa

Human Rights Watch website at http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/crp/promises/education.html 

Amnesty International website at http://www.amnesty.org

The World Education website: http://www.worlded.org/WEIInternet/gwe/index.cfm

Gender Equality Online, Education for Women and Girls Factsheet:
http://www.genderequalityonline.org.au/_literature_48302/Education_for_Women_and_Girls_
Factsheet

Pearson Foundation Girls Education Fact Sheet: 
http://www.pearsonfoundation.org/penniesforpeacetoolkit/downloads/PfP_GirlsEducation_
FactSheet.pdf
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cOntAct
For questions or more information,

please contact Tirzah International:

www.tirzah.org
clovejoy@tirzah.org

Tirzah International
142 Ledgestone Place

The Woodlands, TX 77382

1.888.688.5114


